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After completing my CA from Bibar, I had come to Mumbai in
search of a job. But in all my interviews, I was rejected because of
incorrect English and Bibari Accent in my English. After
completing the BM English Speaking course, I not only started
speaking 100% grammatically correct English, but also
neutralised my accent. Moreover, I immediately started clearing
= - interviews and got a job in Citibank as a Credit Officer. 1
worked there for 6 months and because of fluent English and a
SN K I I cleared an interview for a senior position at
Area Credit Manager N acr:‘ent, S : P 3 .
(CIC] BANK ICICI which was my dream job. Thanks to BM English Speaking
my English as well as my life have improved dramatically!

I studied in a Gujarati medium school and was constantly
facing problems in understanding and writing during lectures.
Moreover, whenever I had to interact, I used to feel embarrassed
because I made a lot of grammatical mistakes in my Spoken
English. This course has belped me to speak very fluent English
and I can now also give Presentations confidently. I am sure

that after completing my Engineering this fluency in English Darshan Gosalia
and my confidence are going to belp me in every area of my life SYBE (Electornics)
- especially in successfully giving interviews, participating in Student

group discussions and in giving presentations. Somiya Collage

My main purpose in coming to BM English Speaking was to
speak correct English at my work and develop my
personality. I was working with Mabindra and Mahbindra
and received a feedback that though I was performing well in
my work, my communication skills were not up to the mark.
Trainers at BM English Speaking taught me to speak English
fluently, made me an excellent communicator and I learnt to
handle difficult situations with ease and a positive attitude.

gaharde}; Gawade 1pis resulted in me performing well in my job - both in
M':ﬁ:‘;g . T:liirindra communication and efficiency. I have no words to express my

gratitude and thanks.
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Koreans come for language lessons

Business people from Seoul
and elsewhere are heading to
Mumbai to learn English, a
move that is fetching local
institutes big bucks

Geetanjali Jhala

Koi Yon Ki, 36, a dlamond merchant from South
Korea, has had a flourishing business in Mum-
bai for the past six vears, Bul he doesn'l speak a
word of English, Hindi or Marathi. All these
years Kol got his colleague Nishant Gandhi (e
translate from Gujarati and Hind! into Korean
for him. Now he feels learning English might
give him an edge at work, so he's hired a tutor:
Three times a week Koi grapples with grammar
and usage in English — all in the name of good
communication and better business.

Koi isn't the only one learning English in
Mumbai South Korea eonstruction equipment
company Doosan Infracore, which is looking to
expand {n the country, prefers senlor-level man-
agers it hires for Indiz to be fluent in English
Six presidents from the company’s various de
partments, who have moved to Mumbai to set up
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Desl touch: Learning English in lndia is much
cheaper than in the US — Getty Images

shop, are being trained in Lanﬁuaxe skills, cor-
porate communication and b etiguette,

It is not just corporate groups. Shyam Ba-
navali, a South Korea-based education and busi-
ness consultant, has been helping mdividuals
too, 1le gets between 30 and 50 clients a month,
all of whom need help with registering their
businesses and attending to their taxation,
housing and educational needs. “India‘s boom-
ing economy Is attracting some new entrepre-
neurs, while athers come to expand their busi-
ness,” says Banavali

Instead of trying to learn the local language

ur Corpora te Clients Include

e

WEOS

— perhaps because there's more than one —
many Koreans want to learn English to com
municate not only with their Indian clients and
colleagues, but also other foreign associates.

"English is undoubtedly a link L " says
Geeta Chauhan, senior administrator at
Doosan Infracore’s Mumbgi branch.

Fur curporates, language training is usually
spunsored by companies thal send them to In-
dia. Doosan, for instance, spends about Rs30,000
for a month-and-a-hall’s course for all six man-
agers, while Koi spends Rs7,500 a month to
jearn just the basics. "It's almost 20 times
cheaper than in the US or UK," says Banavali

This growing naturally
into more business for mshitutes that offer lan-
Ruage courses. Maya Sampat, who ns BM
English used to train students from
Korea, Germany and Poland. Lately, groups of
foreign professionals have started signing on as
well, and classes are customised to their needs.
“They usually want to learn business commumni-
cation, 30 we include that with English lessons”
says Sampat. “Most know a smattering of Eng-
lish, but they make a |ot of grammatical errors,
have alimited bulary and a ed Ko-
rean accent which is hard to nndmmnd But
they make for great students with high concen-
tration levels, which makes teaching easier.”
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